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any way in which this could have been done, it
struck me that he was speaking the truth. He
did not give up insisting even when I told him
that he would lead men to the conclusion that
I had allowed the bag to be reopened and re-
sealed. Mathias could have put into the bag
only accounts which showed that something was
due to him. It could not be that he had made
any mistake about this. Yet, the Cadi found
that, according to his own papers, Mathias owed
money to Yusuf Khan. How could this happen
if the papers had not been changed ? Then, how
did they change ? I knew that the seal had
not left my possession ^between that Saturday
and the next Thursday. I knew too that
our Cadi had made no mistake about the
contents of the papers. The papers he saw,
therefore, should have come there through some-
thing done by Yusuf Khan. Why did we think-
that Yusuf Khan could not have tampered with
the papers ? The seal was intact and the bag
could not be slit open and repaired ? The first
part was correct; but why should it not be that
the bag was slit open and then repaired? It
could not have been easy; but, if it was the only
course and the facts led to that conclusion, it
stood to reason that that course had been tried